PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The activities of the committee in 2008-9 continue to be clearly focussed on the principle objective for the Association which is "to promote and support the professional development of teachers".

The committee has produced a Professional development planning guide to support the management and evaluation of professional development events and include clear guidance to both the event organiser and MA HQ with regards to ensuring a smooth process. It has also begun to use the services of Event Elephant to create the event web-site and facilitate online registration and payment.
The Professional Development Committee met at the London Mathematical Society HQ, London three times during this period and it continues to monitor closely the individual professional development project finances and to develop PD events for both members and the wider teaching workforce. 
Over the past year members of the committee have continued to work with a range of bodies including The British Educational Communications and Technology Agency (BECTa), The KS3 Strategy, The Department for Children, Schools and Families, NCETM, Intel plc and London Grid for Learning. What follows a summary of the key activities over the period.

The Mathematical Association Secondary Mathematics Conference 
The third MA one-day event for Scottish secondary mathematics teachers was held on Saturday 20th September 2008 at Stirling University and the event attracted 205 delegates who benefited from a wide range of talks, presentations and workshops. Planning for this year’s conference for Scottish secondary school teachers is already underway and will be held at Stirling University on September 19th 2009 under the auspices of Bill Richardson. The keynote speaker will be Adam McBride.
Yorkshire and Humberside CPD Event: Exciting Ideas for Teaching Secondary Mathematics

The second MA one-day CPD day for secondary mathematics teachers in Yorkshire and Humberside was held on Friday 6th March 2009 at the Holiday Inn, Garforth, near Leeds. Following the success of last year's event, 54 delegates had the opportunity to hear opening and closing plenaries from Paul Andrews of University of Cambridge and Jane Imrie of the NCETM (and President Designate of the MA). Delegates actively participated in a diverse choice of talks, workshops and discussion groups that covered themes such as the M in STEM, Bowland Maths and Rich mathematical tasks. In the afternoon the Cre8ate mathematics project team led a number of workshops. Planning for a similar event in 2010 is already underway.
Becta/DCSF Contract 2008/9
The joint MA/ATM 2008-9 contracts included funding to disseminate the range of resources developed by the team over the preceding years at regional and national events and conferences. Members of the team have led workshops at BETT 2008, the NAMA and ATM annual conferences in addition to planning a large event at the British Library on 22nd May 2009. The funding also included the commissioning of an article for Mathematics in School describing the classroom outcomes form the BECTa funded project Using ICT to support ‘Hard to Teach’ topics in mathematics. All of the contracts aim to support secondary mathematics teachers’ professional development by supporting their use of ICT for learning and teaching. 
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